
FEAST DAYS AND  
SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

 
 

The service begins on p. 355 of the Book of Common Prayer (BCP) 
 
Celebrant  ✠ Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. 
  Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.  
 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship 
you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of 
God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you 
are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.  
 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you 
alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the 
glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 
 
The Celebrant prays Collect of the Day. The lessons and Psalm appointed for the 
day are read. After each reading the Reader may say 
 
  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying  
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to __________. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 



After the Gospel, the Reader says 
 
  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 
The Sermon 
 
 
The Nicene Creed -  BCP p. 358 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For 
us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the 
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin 
Mary,  and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third 
day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the 
Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the 
Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 
look for the resurrection of the dead, ✠ and the life of the world 
to come. Amen. 
 
 
The Prayers of the People, Form VI - BCP p. 392 
 
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.  Silence 
 
For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are 
alone. 



For this community, the nation, and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 
For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the 
needy. 
 
For the peace and unity of the Church of God. 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
 
For all bishops and other ministers; 
For all who serve God in his Church. 
 
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.  
 
Silence. The People may add their own petitions 
 
Hear us, Lord; 
For your mercy is great. 
 
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.  
 
Silence. The People may add their own thanksgivings 
 
We will exalt you, O God our King; 
And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
 
✠ We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your 
eternal kingdom.  
 
Silence. The People may add their own petitions 
 
Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you. 
 
We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 
 
Silence may be kept. 
 
 



Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in your compassion 
forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things done and left 
undone; and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may live and 
serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your 
Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says 
 
Almighty God have mercy on you, ✠ forgive you all your sins through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the 
power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.  
 
 
The Peace 
 
Celebrant    The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 
Then the People may, from a distance, greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 
 
The Holy Communion  
 
The Offertory - The Celebrant begins the Offertory with a sentences of Scripture.  
 
The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer B -  BCP p. 367 
 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  
 
Here a Proper Preface is sung or said on all Sundays, and on other occasions as 
appointed. 
 
 



Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing 
this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
Celebrant and People 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest.  
 
The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues 
 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you 
have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your 
people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in 
the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent 
him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and 
Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and 
made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out 
of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
 
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a 
hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon 
the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated. 
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me."  
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, 
he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood 
of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me." 
 
Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 
Celebrant and People 
We remember his death,  
We proclaim his resurrection,  
We await his coming in glory; 



The Celebrant continues 
 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord 
of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts 
that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood 
of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we 
may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In 
the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and 
bring us to that heavenly country where, with the Ever Blessed Virgin 
Mary, Blessed Andrew, and all your saints, we may enter the 
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the 
author of our salvation. 
 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all 
honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 
Amen.✠   
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  -  BCP p. 364  
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen 
 
 
The Breaking of the Bread  -  BCP p. 337  
 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.  
 
Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 
 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 



The ministers receive the Sacrament. The people who wish to receive come forward 
to the choir step, receive in the hand, and wait to consume the Host until returning 
to their pew. All baptized Christians are welcome to receive. The Sacrament is 
then distributed in one form only, the consecrated Bread, with these words 
 
The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. Amen. 
 
 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Celebrant and People 
 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us 
as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you 
have fed us with spiritual food  in the Sacrament of his Body and 
Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and 
singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, may bless the people.  
 
The Deacon, or the Celebrant, dismisses them with these words. 
 
Either   Let us go forth in the name of Christ.    
Or  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.    
Or  Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of 
  the Spirit.   
Or  Let us bless the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

This form is for use with those who have prayed through the liturgy of the day and 
not as a standalone devotion. The longer form for such occasions may be found at:  
http://anglicanhistory.org/oceania/wood_communion1916.html 
 
Now make a special effort to realize the presence of Jesus in your soul, and make 
your act of Spiritual Communion, remembering how at countless altars of the 
Church the Holy Sacrifice is being pleaded and souls fed sacramentally by the 
Body and Blood of Christ. 
 
In union, O Dear Lord, with the faithful at every Altar of Thy 
Church, where Thy blessed Body and Blood are being offered to the 
Father, I desire to offer Thee praise and thanksgiving. I present to 
Thee my soul and body, with the earnest wish that I may ever be 
united to Thee. And since I cannot now receive Thee sacramentally, I 
beseech Thee to come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself to 
Thee, and embrace Thee with all the affections of my soul. O let 
nothing ever separate me from Thee. Let me live and die in Thy love.-
-Amen. 
 
Grant, O Lord Jesus Christ, that as the hem of Thy garment, touched 
in faith, healed the woman who could not touch Thy Body, so the 
soul of Thy servant may be healed by like faith in Thee, Whom I 
cannot now sacramentally receive; through Thy tender mercy, Who 
livest and reignest with the Father in the unity of the Holy Ghost ever 
one God.--Amen. 
 
Ask Jesus for the spiritual gifts you most need. Ask Him for any other needs for 
yourself, you school, and your friends. Pray,-- 
 
O Blessed Lord Jesus Christ, who hast promised to be with Thy 
Church even to the end; grant to Thy children the sense of Thy 
abiding presence, and bless our Bishop, clergy, and teachers, that Thy 
Kingdom may be spread and all brought to the knowledge of Thy 
saving grace.--Amen. 


